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2009 ADE/CEF Promising Practices Awards
Part II: Background Information

1. Category that best desoribes the area where the school is located:

[ ] Urban or large central aity D Suburban
[ ] Subutban school with characteristios typical of an uxban area
I]8mall city ortown inarural arga [ ] Rural

2. 3 Numberof years the principa| has been in her/his position at this school,
Tf less than three years, how loug was the previous principal at this school?

3. Number of studenis enrolled at each e level or its equivalent in applying schoof building:

Prek 2% sth_tlle . 10th
1t__g1 6th 1.4 11th
2d_90 7th } B O 126

d_ (3 8h 33l

4 9l 9th TOTAL: I, 02 H

4, Limited English proficient students it theschook ¥ % _ & F Total Number
) Spanish,; Romanian, Polish
Speotfy languages: Fﬁe nch, Besnian, Chaldegn,’

-priced meals: ___ |3 % 135 Total Nuwiber ?

Number of languages represented;

5. Students who participate in free/reduce Arabird,

If this method is not a reasonably accurats estimee of the pereentage of students from low-income fomilies or the
schoo! dous not participate in the federallv-supported lunch progrom, speeify a more aecnyare estimete, tell why
tha school chose i, and eaplain how it arrived af this estimare,
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1. What s the practice and h;vw have you implemented it in your school or

dHistrict?

On the evening of June 11, 2008, a ¥z mile tornado swept through the town of Chapoean,
Kansas. Qver 60 homes were destrqyed. About 80% of the town suffered major damage
including damage to stores, churches and the three schools, Chapman Elementary School

wag basically destroyed with nearly

everything missing or ruined. Through the help of

many volumnteers and construction workers, modular units were brought in and sidewalks
poured, Miraculously, the school wps able to open on time.

After we heard about the tragedy at

Chapman Elementary School, a group of teachers and

students wondered what we could td do to help. We are a Character Counts school and

have been focusing on the pillar of ¢

caring.” We contacted the principal at Chapman

Elementary School, Donna Davis, and asked her what het students missed the most. She
told us that the students longed for their playground equipment—Ilike tetherball poles and
balls, their jungle gym and swings. A comumittee was formed and a fund raiser began
called Desert Mountain Cares Penny Challenge.

Each day on the school-wids, televi

sed apnouncements, iInformation was presented fo

students regarding the plight of the students at Chapman Elementary, Out students were

reminded that they had an opportun
way across the Unifed States and to
those we do not know.

The Penny Challenge was a big suc
table in the cafeteria where student;

ty through a Penmy Challengs to help students half
demonstrate that we can care about others—even

beas, A container for each grade level was placed ona
could drop permies in their grade level's container.

Pennies counted as a plus and silvex coins connted as a negative. Every day, the results
for each grade level were posted in the form of a bar graph. If a grade level was ahead,

then students would “zap” that gr.

level the following day by placing silver coins in

that grade level’s containet. The results changed dramatically each day and the students

had a lot of fun competing at the s

raiser was $2,368! We were amaze
Tony Prieze, was video taped thank
and we will soon be sharing videos

e time. The Gnal results for the two week fund
d! The superintendent of Chapman School District,
ing the Desert Mountain students for their generosity
with Chapman Elementary so that our students can

see the results of their giving and form comnections with the Chapman students.

2. How dees the specific prac
At Desert Mountain School, we stril
compassionate-the Character Cou
that character trait than by respondi;
to and empathize with fellow stucden

3. What impact is the praetic

tice coptributie fo character development?

ve to teach our students to be kind and

1ts Pillar of Caring, What better way to demonstrate
ng to other students in need. The students could relate
its even thovgh they were bundreds of miles away.

e having on students to your school?

After the Penny Challenge, we collected statements from students to provide anscdotal

evidence of the effectiveness of ou
we received:

Penny Challenge. Here are a few of the statements

B4
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Kaliegh (5™ grade) “It is nice to
inside.”

DESERT MOUNTAIN PAGE

give money to people to fix stuff. was glowing

Jaden (1% grade) “I would feel sad if T dlcln’t have any playground equipment. The

money will help the other schoo
Kyle (7" grade) "1 liked the cau

and the kids will be happy.”
e it was for—ito help the kids school in the tornado.”

Nathan (4™ grade) “It helped mebuild character by helping othex people. I gave
money to other people who needed it.”

Joey (6" grade) “I exjoyed givitg to the penmy drive. Ilike how my grade tried our
hardest. All the younger grades fkept putting silver coins in our pot. All our grades

wor!

Regan (2™ grade) *“It was a good idea because we raised money for avother school. T

liked knowing our schoo] cared

about other people,”

Brad (6™ grade) “I felt like we were doing a good thing, It was cool because it was
challenging and it got to be a like a race.”

Michael (3™ grade) “T biked putt]

ng silver coins in the 2" grade jug to bring them

down. Tt was pretty good that weg got all that money. If you want someone 10 do
something nice for you, do something nice for them,”
Nathan (4™ grade) “I liked it bedause it was hard but fun at the same time. Ifwe

didn’t help them they wouldn’t
Jasmine (K) “You have to put §
back.”

Brooke (8 grade) “I liked the
becanse the money was going
Mackenzie (2" grade) “I liked
equipment, § would be sad and
Mason (K) “I brought a lot of p
Lily (3" grade) “I liked helping
good to help.”

Christina (6™ grade) “I am reall
school. When [ make people ha
Alex (8™ grade) “I believe it ch
baving a hard timne in Chapman
for them.”

Devin (4™ grade) “We had sor
means helping others and doing
Max (5th grade) “I thought it wi
rebuild, Canng means to help o
Seth (6™ grade) “We were glad
safe. All of the 6™ grade pitch
Miraban (1% grade} “When our:
was fun.”

Trey (7" grade) “It was exciting
thoupght we wete very generous,

@ able to have a very good recess.”
e penmcs in and they meake the playground come

anse it went to, Everyone got really competitive

1 something good.

he Penny Game. If we lost our playground
ppy if someone belped.”

nnies. 1 feel good to help.”

the kide in Kanga. It’s nice and it makes me feel

glad that I got to help out on raising money for the
DY, it makes me happy and that's why I helped.”
nnels competitiveness to a good cause. They are

d it made me feel good that our school pitched in

fun and also helped people at the same time, Caring

what’s right.”

§ cool to raise money for another school fo help them
er people.”

send you a check., We hope all the students were
in to help your school.”

(the tofal) was going higher than the otber gradss, it

to ses who had the most and who had the least. ¥

gy
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